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Lakeland Healthcare is pleased and proud to 
welcome Benjamin R. Stockton, MD, and his 
expertise on the da Vinci® Surgical System, to the 
Department of Urology at Lakeland Regional Medical 
Center at St. Joseph.  

Dr. Stockton, who arrived on July 9,  
utilizes the robotic da Vinci Surgical 
System largely for the treatment of 
prostate cancer.  The new technology, 
an improved adaptation of laparoscopy, 
will be used in approximately 98% of 
prostatectomies he performs. 

“Almost all patients who are 
suitable candidates for open 
surgery are also suitable for 
robotic assisted laparoscopic 
surgery,” he said. 

Prostate cancer, which is the second 
most common cancer in men, aff ects 
16% of men during their lifetime. 
Lakeland Regional Medical Center in St. 
Joseph will house the robotic technology 
that Dr. Stockton will use. The da Vinci 
was pioneered in part at the Henry Ford 
Hospital in Detroit. The current cost for a 
da Vinci Surgical System is around $1.5 
million.  

Advantages
Among the advantages of using the 
da Vinci Surgical System for a prostate 
section include less intraoperative blood 
loss and  improved reconstruction of the 

New Robotic Technology and Urologist 
Team up for Prostatectomies

patient’s urinary system. “With better reconstruction of 
the urinary system following the prostatectomy, there 
is less chance of urinary leakage in the immediate time 
after surgery, and, therefore, a lower rate of stricture 
formation after the operation,” said Dr. Stockton. 
“Absolutely, the robot aff ords us a better reconstruction 

of the urinary system after the prostate has 
been removed.”

Dr. Stockton said he believes there is also a 
benefi t to the surgeon. “The robot gives you 
three dimensional vision and signifi cantly 
increased freedom of movement.”

The surgeon sits at a console with magnifi cation and 3D images of the operative 
fi eld. The nurse, anesthesiologist and assistant attend the patient bedside.
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