
 

Lakeland HealthCare  Physician’s Advantage A7
www.lakelandhealth.org

Continuing
Medical 
Education
Lakeland Regional Health System 
holds MSMS CME accreditation to 
provide continuing education for staff  
physicians. Weekly CME programs 
are designated for 1.0 credit hours 
and are for Lakeland general medical 
staff  members and ancillary medical 
staff . All area physicians are invited to 
attend symposium events such as the 
spring symposium.

CME programs are held every 
Thursday at noon in the Frederick 
S. Upton Education Center at 
Lakeland Hospital, St. Joseph and via 
teleconference in the meeting room 
at Lakeland Hospital, Niles. Lunch is 
provided. Topics and speakers for the 
balance of the season are listed here.

September 6th  
Annual Trauma Review
Jeff  Fletcher, M.D., Bronson 
Methodist Hospital, Kalamazoo 

September 13 
The Pursuit of Safe and Eff ective 
Care: A Strategic Perspective Through 
Evidence Based Medicine
Paul Keckley, PhD., Executive 
Director Deloitte Center for 
Health Solutions

September 20 
Morbid Obesity - Implications in 
Hospital and ICU care
Paul Detrisac, M.D.

September 27  
Robotic Prostatectomy
Ben Stockman, M.D.
Lakeside Urology

October 4  
Alcohol and Substance Abuse
Michael Liepman, M.D., MSU/
Kalamazoo Center for Medical 
Studies

October 11
Breast MRI
David Stahle, M.D., Breast MRI 
Institute in Flint

October 18 
Randy Lieberman, M.D., MSU

October 25  
Tina Desai, M.D.  
University of Chicago

For more information, 
contact Debra Killingbeck, CME 
coordinator, Lakeland Care Inc., 
at 269-927-5153.

Ms. Slevin notes that the practices of 
some diabetic supply providers have 
resulted in many patients experiencing 
out-of-pocket expenses for unnecessary 
supplies or failing to receive supplies in a 
timely fashion.

Patients often turn to their insurance providers for advice 
on obtaining supplies.  In some cases, these providers 
may not be best-equipped to help patients fi nd the most 
cost-eff ective solution.

“We were able to assist a patient who was advised 
to obtain her supplies through her prescription drug 
benefi t plan,” Ms. Slevin says. “This patient had six 
prescriptions for various diabetic supplies. Each supply 

carried with it a $50 copayment, thus the patient was 
paying $300 per month.

“Lakeland investigated the situation and found it was 
more cost-eff ective for this patient to obtain the supplies 
through her medical benefi t plan,  which has an annual 
copayment of only $100,” Ms. Slevin notes. “After the 
copayment, this patient does not have to pay out-of-
pocket expenses for the rest of the year.”

Some providers recommend additional, unnecessary 
supplies, putting an undue burden on insurers, which 
often results in the patient paying extra costs.  Others 
promise “next-day” delivery, but may fail to fulfi ll this 
commitment, leaving patients without the supplies 
necessary to care for their diabetes. 

For more information call Home Infusion Services 
at 269-985-4422. Hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.
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